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Scope and Content:

The Lincoln Players Collection is composed of organizational records, theatrical scripts,
playbills, financial reports, production notes, and other theatre peripherals dated circa late 1950s
to April 2004.

Content Warning:

This collection contains derogatory/stereotypical representations of marginalized communities,
including the use of the term “Gypsy” and images of non-Native individuals wearing costumes
associated with Native American cultures. These images may constitute cultural appropriation
and may be harmful or offensive. The materials are retained as documentation of the attitudes
and practices of their time.

Historical Background:
The purpose of the Lincoln Players was “to present theatrical productions of all kinds and to

encourage the appreciation of the theatrical arts by and for citizens of Lincoln, Massachusetts,
and nearby communities.” It was headed by a Board of Directors that held regular meetings
during production seasons. Membership was open to all who were interested and dues were
collected annually. The Lincoln Players as a community theatre came into existence in 1950,
started by Bernice and Bill Holmes, Peg and Len Larrabee, Mabel and Pete Todd, and Jean
Cousins. The first production was John Loves Mary, March 25, 1950. What followed was a
steady stream of drama, comedy, musical cabaret, and even an operetta. Two plays were
produced a year, spring and fall, through 1962. “The 1960s showed a steady drop off of shows
despite rousing success” and a hiatus in production lasted until the mid-1970s. (Sisson, 121) A
revival of productions came in performances of The Unsinkable Molly Brown (March 1976).
The Players continued with a variety of performances until 2004 (though productions were not
held on a regular basis).

According to director Barbara Sisson, one of the biggest problems for The Players was that they
did not have a permanent home for mounting productions. There was no place to build and to
store sets, and to house properties and costumes. This hindered the creation of a true organization
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with a working set of guidelines. There was a wonderful core of volunteers who worked on set
construction, publicity, ticket sales, and the myriad of other jobs needed to create a successful
production, but unlike many other community theatres, there was “no long-standing structure to
keep things in line.”

Yet, in its years, the Players proudly raised money to benefit the First Parish, for Simmons
College, and for the Lincoln Foundations to name a few. The town of Lincoln looked forward to
new performances and many were eager to help in the mounting of the shows.

Source:

Sisson, Barbara. “The Lincoln Players: 1950-2003.” Lincoln by Lincoln:
Reflections on a Massachusetts Town at 250. Ed. Mary Ann Hales. Lincoln, Mass.:
Cottage Press, 2004. 121-125.

Series Descriptions:

Series 1: Organizational Records, (2011.02.1)
Series 2: Plays, (2011.02.2)

Series 3: Photographs, (2011.02.3)

Series 4: Audio-Visual Materials, (2011.02.4)
Series 5: Miscellaneous Items, (2011.02.5)
Source of the Collection:

Portions of the collection were donated to the Lincoln Town Archives by Rob Loud in
September 2010 and March 2011. Additional items were donated by Barbara Sisson in 2012.

Information about Access:
In-Library Use Only. Finding Aid and Inventory in print form available in Lincoln Town
Archives Historical Room.

Preferred Citation:
Title of document, Creator, year(s), Accession No. Lincoln Town Archives,
Lincoln, Massachusetts.

Collection Processed By:
Marjorie Hilton, 2011-2013
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Finding Aid By:
Marjorie S. Hilton, September 2013.
Updated: Matthew Lincoln & Robin Rapoport, September 2026.
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