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Summary Information

Creator: Jack Dudley (Inman) Robinson
Extent: linear feet 0.0212 GB

Abstract: This collection contains biographical and genealogical information of Ensign Timothy
Wesson (1704-1782), an early settler of the Southeast Precinct of Concord, Massachusetts, later
incorporated as the Town of Lincoln. The biographical document documents Wesson’s life as a
Housewright, farmer, tavern keeper, militia officer, and civic leader, and details his family
relationships, landholdings, religious involvement, and participation in local governance. The
work draws extensively on town, church, probate, military, land, and vital records to
contextualize Wesson’s role in colonial Massachusetts society and traces multiple generations of
descendants.

Call Number: 2026.001
Language: English

Access and Use

Acquisition Information: Recieved by Jack Dudley (Inman) Robinson
Access Restrictions: none
Copyright: All rights reserved by Jack Dudley (Inman) Robinson

Cite as: [item], folder, box, Institution, place holding the records

Background Information

History: Ensign Timothy Wesson was born in 1704 in Charlestown, Massachusetts Bay Colony
into the Weston/Wesson family, descendant of early English settlers. During the 1720s, he
relocated to the Southeast Precinct of Concord, where he became a foundational figure in the
development of what became Lincoln, Massachusetts in 1754. Wesson served the community in
numerous capacities, including militia service, selectman, assessor, meeting house builder, and
precinct official. His life intersected with significant colonial developments, including religious
organization, land settlement, local industry, and the American Revolutionary era. The biography
also documents the presence of slavery in Lincoln, including Wesson’s ownership of enslaved



African American boy named Brister, who later gained freedom.

Scope and Content: The biographical work documents the life and legacy of Timothy Ensign
Wesson (1704-1782) with the broader context of colonial Massachusetts history. It encompasses
genealogical lineage, family relationships, land ownership, occupational activities, civic,
religious, and military service, focused on the Southeast Precinct of Concord and the Town of
Lincoln following its incorporation in 1754. The narrative draws upon a wide range of primary
and secondary sources, including town, church, probate, land, and military records to trace
Wesson’s roles as a housewright, farmer, tavern keeper, militia officer, and local official. The
content also addresses social and economic conditions of the period, including community
formation, religious organization, local governance, and the presence of enslaved people in
Lincoln and Concord. Coverage extends to the posthumous distribution of Wesson’s estate and
the migration of descendants into the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, making the
work a complete resource for genealogical research.
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