Nonfiction

DR. MAGGIE ADERIN-POCOCH

Aderin-Pocock, Maggie - Am | Made of Stardust?

Join space scientist Dr. Maggie Aderin-Pocock (MBE) as she
answers big questions, inspiring young readers to learn and
discover more about the universe.

Boughton, Simon - The Wild River and the Great Dam

In this detailed and informative work, Boughton chronicles the
construction of the Hoover Dam via compellingly comprehensive
text. Discover the complicated history behind the construction of
Hoover Dam--one of the country's most recognizable and
far-reaching landmarks--and its lasting political and
environmental effects on the Colorado River and the American
West.

Brown, Aly - The Last Unexplored Place on Earth

Dive into the world of Alvin the Submersible, as award winning
journalist Aly Brown shares the stories of what lies beneath the
waves, including lost hydrogen bombs, underwater volcanoes,
storied shipwrecks, and hundreds of new species. It's only in the
last 50 years that scientists have really started studying the
ocean floor, with the help of one amazing creation: Alvin the
submersible. A deep-sea vessel that can sink miles below the
surface with three people inside, Alvin and its crew have
uncovered a treasure trove of information in the last fifty years.
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Al b e Day, Nicholas - The Mona Lisa Vanishes
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On a hot August day in Paris, just over a century ago, a
desperate guard burst into the office of the director of the Louvre
and shouted, La Joconde, c'est partie ! The Mona Lisa, she's
gone! No one knew who was behind the heist. Was it an
international gang of thieves? Was it an art-hungry American
millionaire? Was it the young Spanish painter Pablo Picasso,
who was about to remake the very art of painting? Travel back to
an extraordinary period of revolutionary change. Meet the
infamous thieves--and detectives--of the era. And then slip back
further in time and follow Leonardo da Vinci, painter of the Mona
Lisa , through his dazzling, wondrously weird life.

Montgomery, Heather L. - Sick!
When a super sickness lands on the land, when a parasite
becomes more than a pest, when an infection ignites an
epidemic, what's a body to do? Your body is an animal body, so
why not ask the animals? Follow the scientists, around the world
and into their labs, who are studying animals and the germs that
attack them. But-reader beware!!-the story of germs is filled with
twists and turns. In this fascinating, highly visual nonfiction book
packed with colorful, comic-style art, you'll discover not only the
cool ways that animal bodies (and our bodies) fight back against
pesky pathogens.

Stevenson, Robin - Kid Olympians: Summer
Triumphant, relatable, and totally true biographies tell the
childhood stories of a diverse group of international athletes who
have captured the world's attention at the Summer Olympics and
Paralympics, like Simone Biles, Jesse Owens, Naomi Osaka,
LYMPIANS Tatyana McFadden, and 12 other incredible olympians.
* Featuring kid-friendly text and full-color illustrations, you'll be
=g ms sty inspired to dream bigger, faster, and higher than ever before!
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Williams, Dinah - Amazing Immortals
A culturally diverse, fact-filled, and gorgeously illustrated
introduction to over 80 gods and goddesses from around the
world--a perfect introduction to mythology for young readers.
With heroic deeds, family drama, pulse-pounding battles, and
shape-shifting magic, mythology fascinates us all. But even the
biggest enthusiasts find it hard to keep track of who's who!
Packed with facts and full-color, lush illustrations, Dinah
Williams's Amazing Immortals is a fascinating introduction to
these larger-than-life gods and goddesses, highlighting their big
personalities, famous adventures, formidable powers, family
trees, animal companions, and appearances in pop culture.
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Graphic Novels
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Cacao, Joanna - The Secret of the Ravens

In this charming middle grade graphic novel, orphan twins Elliot
and Liza find themselves taking on a series of mysterious raven
quests in order to make money and survive--only for Liza to be
mortally injured during one of their adventures. Now, Elliot must
team up with a mysterious dark mage in order to save her.

Doucet, Rashad - Art Club

Inspired by the author's own childhood, this contemporary graphic
novel paints a picture of an aspiring young artist on a mission to
prove that the arts are worth fighting for. Dale Donavan has heard
the same lecture over and over again: Art will get you nowhere in
life. A kid with a creative streak, Dale wants nothing more than to
doodle, play video games, and create comics forever--maybe even
as a full-time job one day. But between his grandfather pushing
him to focus on his studies and a school with zero interest in
funding arts programs, Dale feels like his future has already been
decided for him. That is, until he comes up with the perfect plan!

Kurtz, Scott - Table Titans Club

Growing pains, adventure, and 20-sided dice abound in this new
graphic novel series about a middle school Dungeon & Dragons
club. Valeria Winters has an easier time finding trouble than
making friends. A fantasy-obsessed nerd with the legendary
confidence-and temper-of a Valkyrie, Val promises her mom that
things will be different at her new school. As if by fate, she meets
the Table Titans right away-Alan, Andrew, and Darius, who run the
school's tabletop gaming club. Finally, Val has found her own
adventuring party! So when the future of the club is threatened, Val
makes it her personal quest to save the Table Titans. For fans of
fantasy and coming of age stories alike, Table Titans finds humor,
heart, and adventure in a tale of friendship and finding your people.
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Magoon, Kekla - Blue Stars
When cousins Riley Halfmoon and Maya Dawn move to
Urbanopolis to live with their activist grandma, they get off to a
rocky start. Outgoing Riley misses her Muscogee cousins but is
sure that she and Maya will be instant BFFs. Meanwhile, introvert
Maya misses her parents, on active duty in Japan, and just wants
some space to herself. Just when they start to feel at home, their
school culture is threatened by an influential foe in disguise.
Relatable and rich in themes of family, community, and
compromise, the Blue Stars series will entertain and empower,
inspiring readers to be the stars they are.
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Miller, Kayla - Break
Author Kayla Miller, returns with a new Olive story! Olive is
less-than-excited to be spending Spring Break stuck with her
dad...will she be able to make the most of her trip, or will
everything break apart? A vibrant and emotional story about the
power of second chances and how the fear of missing out can lead
to missing out on what's right in front of you.

Williams, Jarrett - Hip-Hop: the Beat of America
Meet Aaliyah, a hip-hop superfan who is about to get a lesson in all

things "old school" courtesy of her dad, who grew up in the 1970s
when rap music first hit the scene. The pair take a day trip to the
Bronx where Aaliyah discovers the many unsung heroes who
helped create the foundations of the hip-hop we all enjoy today. So
get ready to drop the beat, bust a move, and get down with some
fresh rap knowledge!
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Chapter Books

Averling, Mary - The Curse of Eelgrass Bog
Dark secrets and unnatural magic abound when a

twelve-year-old girl ventures into a bog full of monsters to break
a mysterious curse. Nothing about Kess Pedrock's life is
normal. Not her home (she lives in her family's Unnatural
History Museum), not her interests (hunting for megafauna
fossils and skeletons), and not her best friend (a talking
demon's head in a jar named Shrunken Jim). But things get
even stranger than usual when Kess meets Lilou Starling, the
new girl in town.

Chivers Khoo, Rachel - The Wishkeeper’s Apprentice
When ten-year-old Felix drops a penny in the wishing fountain
at the center of town, he really doesn't expect his
sixteen-year-old sister to suddenly like him again, or to offer to
share a cinnamon bun or watch cartoons like they used to. She
hasn't even remembered she was supposed to give him a ride
home! But someone else is at the fountain too: a strange old
man with a fishing pole who claims to be invisible. To Felix's
amazement, he learns that the old man is a Wishkeeper, and he
needs an apprentice! But being a Wishkeeper's apprentice isn't
just about organizing incoming wishes and untangling wish
snags: a strange wolf-man who's been haunting Felix's dreams
is real.
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Clark, Zack Loran - Doomsday Archives: The Wandering Hour
What if your favorite scary story was real? New Rotterdam is no
place for a kid—and that's what Emrys Houtman likes about it.
Emrys obsessively documents his town's urban legends and
cryptid sightings in a Wiki, along with his neighbors and fellow
horror fans Hazel and Serena. It's all in good fun until one day,
the trio stumbles upon the Doomsday Archives, a collection of
relics with dazzling powers and dangerous consequences.
When a mysterious blood-red hourglass begins appearing
around town and children begin to go missing, the trio must
band together to stop the horrors plaguing New Rotterdam, or
risk losing their home . . . and possibly their lives.
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E DICAMILLO DiCamillo, Kate - Ferris
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It's the summer before fifth grade, and for Ferris Wilkey, it is a
summer of sheer pandemonium: Her little sister, Pinky, has
vowed to become an outlaw. Uncle Ted has left Aunt Shirley
and, to Ferris's mother's chagrin, is holed up in the Wilkey
basement to paint a history of the world. And Charisse, Ferris's
grandmother, has started seeing a ghost at the threshold of her
room, which seems like an alarming omen given that she is also
feeling unwell. But the ghost is not there to usher Charisse to
the Great Beyond. Rather, she has other plans--wild,
impractical, illuminating plans.

Gidwitz, Adam - Max in the House of Spies
Max Bretzfeld doesn't want to move to London. Leaving home

is hard and Max is alone for the first time in his life. But not for
long. Max is surprised to discover that he's been joined by two
unexpected traveling companions, one on each shoulder, a
kobold and a dybbuk named Berg and Stein. Germany is
becoming more and more dangerous for Jewish families, but
Max is determined to find a way back home, and back to his
parents. He has a plan to return to Berlin. It merely involves
accomplishing the impossible- becoming a British spy.

Gratz, Alan - Heroes
December 6, 1941: Best friends Frank and Stanley have it
good. With their dads stationed at the Pearl Harbor naval base
in Hawaii, the boys get to soak up the sunshine while writing
and drawing their own comic books. World War |l might be
raging overseas, but so far America has stayed out of the fight.
There's nothing to fear, right? This riveting look at the attack on
Pearl Harbor explores themes of prejudice, power, and what it
truly means to be a hero.
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Headen, Sandra W. - Warrior on the Mound
Twelve-year-old Cato wants nothing more than to play baseball,
perfect his pitch, and meet Mr. Satchel Paige--the best pitcher
in Negro League baseball. But when he and his teammates
"trespass" on their town's whites-only baseball field for a
practice, the resulting racial outrage burns like a brushfire
through the entire community, threatening Cato, his family, and
every one of his friends. There's only one way this can end
without violence- It has to be settled on the mound, between the
white team and the Black. Winner takes all.

Howard, Amalie - Bumps in the Night
Darika "Rika" Lovelace is in trouble. The kind of trouble that
sends her to her grandmother's estate in Trinidad for the whole
summer. But something about the island feels...different. As
soon as she steps off the plane, strange things start happening!
Rika meets a group of kids called Minders, who seem to have
elemental powers. Even worse, she can sense jumbies lurking
in the shadows. Needless to say, she wants a ticket home. But
when the Minders let slip that her long-lost mom is in danger,
she knows she can't leave.

Ireland, Meredith - Emma and the Love Spell
Twelve-year-old, Korean American adoptee Emma Davidson
has a problem. Two problems. Okay, three: 1. She has a crush
on her best friend, Avangeline, that she hasn't been able to
share 2. Avangeline now has to move out of their town because
her parents are getting a divorce 3. Emma is a secret witch who
can't really control her powers. It's a complicated summer
between sixth and seventh grade. Emma's parents made her
promise that she'd keep her powers a secret and never, ever
use them. But if Avangeline's parents fell back in love, it would
fix everything. And how hard could one little love spell be?
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THE IUMINGILE Johnson, Anna Rose - The Luminous Life of Lucy Landry
; "I' 1 Selena Lucy Landry, a spirited French-Ojibwe orphan, has been

1 J,i;;:ﬁu\’_.- frightened of the water ever since she lost her father at sea. But
“ % 3 . with no one else to care for her, she's sent to foster with the
, Martins-a large Anishinaabe family living on a lighthouse in the
middle of stormy Lake Superior. Although life at the lighthouse
isn't what Lucy hoped for, it is beautiful-ships come and go,
waves pound the rocks-and it has one major advantage- It's
near the site of a famous shipwreck, a shipwreck that went
down with a treasure her father wanted more than anything . If
Lucy can find that treasure-a priceless ruby necklace-won't it be
like having Papa back again, just a little bit?
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! Kelly, Erin Entrada - The First State of Being
ERIN.ENTRADA KELLY It's August 1999. For twelve-year-old Michael Rosario, life at

y i Fox Run Apartments in Red Knot, Delaware, is as ordinary as

; ever--except for the looming Y2K crisis and his overwhelming

crush on his fifteen-year-old babysitter, Gibby. But when a
disoriented teenage boy named Ridge appears out of nowhere,
Michael discovers there is more to life than stockpiling supplies
and pining over Gibby. A story of time travel, friendship, found
family, and first loves.

Korman, Gordon - Slugfest
Yash is the best athlete at Robinette Middle School--so good, in
fact, that he's already playing on the high school's JV sports
teams. Imagine his shock when he learns that his JV practices
have kept him from earning a state-mandated credit for
eighth-grade PE. To graduate, he has to take Physical
Education Equivalency--PEE, also known as "Slugfest"--in
summer school. Yash gets to know his fellow "slugs" but when
one of them tries to blow the lid off a scandal that could make
all their time in summer school a waste, Yash is forced to take
drastic action.
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Lynch, Chris - Walkin’ the Dog
In a family of strong personalities with very strong points of
view, Louis is what his mother lovingly calls "the inactivist,"
someone who'd rather kick back than stand out. He only hopes
he can stay under the radar when he starts high school in the
fall, his first experience with public school after years of
homeschooling. But when a favor for a neighbor and his stinky
canine companion unexpectedly turns into a bustling
dog-walking business, Louis finds himself meeting an
unprecedented number of new friends--both human and canine.
Dogs and human alike all seem to have something they want to
teach Louis. But is Louis ready to learn the lesson he needs
most: how to stop being a lone wolf and be part of a pack?

McDermott, Siobhan - The Fight for the Hidden Realm
An outsider in her village above the cloud sea, 12-year-old
orphan Yeung Zhi Ging's only hope of escape is to win the
single invitation to train as a Silhouette: an apprentice to the
immortals. After her ill-fated attempt to impress the Silhouette
scout leads to a dragon attack on the jade mountain, Zhi Ging is
sure that her chances, and her life, are over. But the scout
spots her potential and offers her protection and a second
chance. She's in. In her lessons in Hok Woh, the underwater
realm of the immortals, Zhi Ging must face the challenging trials
set by her teachers to prove that she's worthy of being a
Silhouette--despite her rivals' attempts to sabotage her.

Miller, Chanel - Magnolia Wu Unfolds It All
Down at the bottom of the tall buildings of New York City,
Magnolia Wu sits inside her parents' laundromat. She has
pinned every lost sock from the laundromat onto a bulletin
board, in hopes that customers will return to retrieve them. But
no one seems to have noticed. In fact, barely anyone has
noticed Magnolia at all. What she doesn't know is that this is
about to be her most exciting summer yet. When Iris, a new
friend from California arrives, they set off across the city to
solve the mystery of each missing sock, asking questions in
subways and delis and plant stores and pizzerias, meeting
people and uncovering the unimaginable.
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Netz, Mo - The Lumbering Giants of Windy Pines
Ever since her dad died, 11-year-old Jerry Blum and her mom

have bounced around dead-end towns, staying in a series of
rundown motels where her mother picks up housekeeping work
and Jerry can get around in her wheelchair.

But the Slumbering Giant motel is different. Lights blink on and
off in the surrounding trees, a mysterious radio station plays
only at midnight, and people disappear into the woods, never to
been seen again. Not to mention that Jerry's mom keeps
vanishing to do "special work" that she refuses to discuss.
When her mother doesn't come home one morning, Jerry
springs into action.

Ponti, James - Dead City
Most kids have enough to deal with between school, homework,
extracurricular activities, and friends, but Molly Bigelow has
something else on her list: hunting zombies. By day, Molly
attends MIST--the Metropolitan Institute of Science and
Technology--but outside the classroom she's busy dealing with
the undead. Because not only do zombies exist, they're
everywhere, and it's her job to help police them and keep the
peace. Sure, she'd like to be a regular kid, but given that her
mother was the most revered (or feared, depending on your
perspective) zombie hunter in the history of New York City,
"regular” just isn't possible. Molly's got some legendary
footsteps to follow--and some undeadly consequences if she
fails.

Rellihan, Anne - Not the Worst Friend in the World
It's the thirty-fourth day of sixth grade at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Catholic School in Missouri, and eleven-year-old Lou
wishes she could rewind time. Lou wants to go back to the ninth
day of sixth grade-the day before she fought with her best friend
Francie and said the terrible, horrible things she can't unsay. Or
better yet, she would go back to fifth grade when Francie was
still the Old Francie. Then the new girl, Cece Clark-Duncan,
passes Lou a mysterious note. It says she was kidnapped. (!) If
Lou can help Cece, maybe she can prove she's not the world's
worst friend. But as observant Lou uncovers the complicated
truth about Cece's family, she starts to panic. Can she help
Cece without hurting her? Or will Lou end up losing another
friend instead?
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Justin a. reynolds

Reynolds, Justin A. - Running in Flip-Flops From the End of the World
When twelve-year-old Eddie Gordon Holloway and his friends

are left home from Beach Bash, aka the greatest party of the
year, only to realize that everyone in town has disappeared
without a trace, they do what any smart, responsible kids would
do ... have the best day ever! No parental supervision sounds
fun for a while, but forever is a long time. And soon the gang
starts to notice strange things happening around town, and
they're only getting stranger. They have to figure out what
happened to their families. It seems like getting to the beach will
answer all their questions . . . but the only problem is that some
mysterious force seems determined to prevent them from
making it there.
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Sass, A.J. - Just Shy of Ordinary
Thirteen-year-old Shai is an expert problem-solver. There's

never been something they couldn't research and figure out on
their own. But there's one thing Shai hasn't been able to logic
their way through: picking at the hair on their arms. Ever since
their mom lost her job, the two had to move in with family
friends, and the world went into pandemic lockdown, Shai's
been unable to control their picking. Now, as the difficult times
recede and everyone begins to discover their "new normal,"
Shai's hoping the stress that caused their picking will end, too.
After reading that a routine can reduce anxiety, Shai makes a
plan to create a brand new normal for themself that includes
going to public school. But when their academic evaluation
places them into 9th grade instead of 8th, it sets off a chain of
events that veer off the path Shai had prepared for,
encouraging Shai to learn how to accept life's twists and turns,
especially when you can't plan for them.

Silvey, Craig - The Underdogs of Upson Downs
Annie Shearer lives in the country town of Upson Downs with
her best friend, an adopted stray dog called Runt. The two
share a very special bond. After years evading capture, Runt is
remarkably fast and agile, perfect for herding runaway sheep.
But when a greedy local landowner puts her family's home at
risk, Annie directs Runt's extraordinary talents toward a different
pursuit--winning the Agility Course Grand Championship at the
lucrative Krumpets Dog Show in London. However, there is a
curious catch: Runt will only obey Annie's commands if nobody
else is watching. With all eyes on them, Annie and Runt must
beat the odds--and the fastest dogs in the world--to save her
farm.
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Wang, Andrea - Summer at Squee
Phoenny Fang plans to have the best summer ever. She's
returning to Summertime Chinese Culture, Wellness, and
Enrichment Experience and this year she's a senior camper.
That means she; her best friend, Lyrica Chu; and her whole
Squad will have the most influence. On the day Phoenny
arrives, though, she learns that the Squad has been split up,
and there's an influx of new campers this year. Phoenny is
determined to be welcoming and to share all the things she
loves about camp--who doesn't love spending hours talking
about and engaging in cultural activities? But she quickly learns
how out of touch she is with others' experiences, particularly of
the campers who are adoptees. The same things that make her
feel connected to her culture and community make some of the
other campers feel excluded. Summer at Squee turns out to be
even more transformative than Phoenny could've imagined,
with new friendships, her first crush, an epic show, and a bigger
love for and understanding of her community.

Yee, Lisa - The Misfits: A Royal Conundrum
Cobin Zang has . . . issues. And they mostly aren't her fault.
(No, really!) Though she often slips under the radar, problems
have a knack for finding her. So, imagine her doubts when
she's suddenly dropped off at the strangest boarding school
ever- a former castle turned prison that's now a "reforming arts
school"! But nothing could've prepared Olive for RASCH ( not
"rash"). There, she's lumped with a team of other kids who
never quite fit in, and discovers that the academy isn't what it
seems-and neither is she. In fact, RASCH is a cover for an elite
group of misfits who fight crime . . . and Olive has arrived just in

LISA YEE  DAN SANTAT time. Turns out that RASCH is in danger of closing, unless

Olive's class can stop the heist of the century.
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